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i EVENING, JULY 1, 1949 


Tiic 


Jennings Convicted, 
To Hang for Murder 


Gallows Have Taken 
Lives of 12 in N.H. 


CONCOEIS. July I (A?)—U 
sentence to linn; Is executed 
etainst Ralph E. Jeunhigs. 4?. 
o[ Rochescer. he will be Uic 
13th person to die on the gal¬ 
lows m the arnnlte Stale in 
nearly a century and a half. 

A Carroll county Jury In Os- 
slpce yesterday round JenninKS 
guilty of the sex slaying ol Miss 
Ruth Elsenborg. 25. of Newaric. 
N. j. Oilier Juaiicc John R. 
ooodnow tlien sciitcnccd Uto 
Negro to hang July S, Ig&O. 

A state prison spokesman said 
this mcroing Jennings win re¬ 
main in his death cell here un¬ 
til execiitlnn is carried out. He 
will leave It only for occasional 
lioIrcuM and showers. 

Last person to die on tlie gal¬ 
lows was Howard Long of Alton 
who wes hung July 14. 1939. lor 
the slaying or a little boy. Mar's 
NovlUe Jensen of Gilford. 

Long was the sixth person to 
be hung In the present prison st 
the northern extremity of Con¬ 


cord. Six more dropped to their 
deaths in die old prison be¬ 
tween 1812 and IB81. 

Long was hanged by the high 
slierlff of Belknap county and 
two depir.in. The hanging ap¬ 
paratus Is 10 arranged that 
Uicrc arc tlirec buttons. One 
springs the trap through whieli 
the prisoner drops and the 
other two buttons are dnnunles. 
All are touched at the same In- 
sunt and no pardclpant knows 
which will be Ute "nve” one 
When, snd If. Jennings Is hung. 
The high sheriff of CanoU 
county Is John Leighton. 

tVhether Jennings will actual¬ 
ly go to his death shortly alter 
midnight on the FCurth ot July 
of 1930. cannot, ot couisc, be 
de'ermlncd at this time. 

The Nstlonal Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 
Persons has. taken an Intense 
interest in hls case and supplied 
the three attorneys wrho defend¬ 
ed him in irlal proceedings. 



RALPH B. JENNINGS 


It ts nnhkely they will leave 
any stone 'unturned In an etfort 
to have Jennings' life spared. 

Execution of Long was lint 
set for Dec. 30. 1038. Various 
legal sets kept him alive a half- 
year longer. 

The prison sold some eon- 
stnictioD work will be necessary 
In the death house before sen¬ 
tence can be carried out on 
Jennings. 



Four Local Men 
Held as Fugitives 
By Portland Police 

Three Portsmouth men and om 
from Kittery, who were offering 
bargains In outboard motors, are 
:r arrest today In Portland. 
Portland sporting goods deal 
line suspicious when Richard 
auds. 32. ot Olroult road, Clyde 
W. Heath. 23, ol Hanover street, 
Charles W. Roberts, 23, of Hanover 
street eud Leslie D. Hopkins, 27, of 
Badger's slaad offered him motors 


Pedestrians Cause Bus 
To^^Rom^^Bridge^^Girder^ 


THE vnUR were arretted by Pm-t- 
Und police and held as fugitives 
JuMtlcc when the New Hamp¬ 
shire slate pnllcc Informed PorUnnd 
■■ irllles they wanted the me 
sctlon with UielUi at Nortln 

lake. 

Counar Solicitor Wyman P. Boyn- 
»i said today that the state police 
have been working on '.he case fo 
several days and.the "good work” o 
the Portland department “broke" th 

He added that the men have el 
ready waived exh-adltlon to Nei 
Hampshire and win be returned to 
day or tomorrow by Sheriff Simes 


THE PORTLAND pnllcs said tl 


Jury Deliberates 
For 272 Hours, 
Orders Death 

OSSIPEE. July I—Ralph Jen- 
Ings, 49-year-old. graying Negyo 
woodchopper, .-nay be dead with a 
rope strung tight around hls neck 
■ tost a year from today, 
riic death sentence was handed 
ivn by a Carroll county Jury and 
Ige yesterday against the slx- 
i: Rochester msn. convicted of 
I sex murder of pretty 32-ycar- 
old Ruth Eisenbcrg. Newark, N. J- 
child nurse. 

The J'jry reached I'-s decision only 
two hours and 34 minutes after de¬ 
counsel and pioseeutioa 
lawyers hod delivered their final, 
fervent summations In the Uttle 
Osslpee courtroom. Eight minutes 
after the all-mule Jury returned 
Its verdict of guilty of murder In 
the first degree—with a rocom- 
mendation of capital p'unlshment— 
Jolm B. Ooodnow. chief Justice of 
the New Hampshire superior court, 
pronounced sentence. 

COUNSEL FOR JEN.VINGS. led 
by Atty. Arthur Reinhart of Ports¬ 
mouth with two laaTcrs repre¬ 
senting the Society for the Advance¬ 
ment of Colored Peoples, served 
notice Immediately that they will 
appeal to the state supreme court. 
Only a su«easlul appeal will spare 
Jennings from the noose on July 
5. 1930, the date set by Justice 
Ooodnow for the axecution. 

Before Justice Ooodnow gave his 
charge to the Jury, one of Jennings' 
attorneys. Joseph LeCount of 
Springneld. Mass., repeated Jen¬ 
nings' calm prolis'-lon: “As God Is 
my Judge. I didn't kill ihot girl." 
LeCount claimed that the state's 
contained "weak links, yea. 
missing links." 

In hls rebuttal for the prosecu¬ 
tion. Atty. Oen. William L. Phlnney, 
replied with the clmrges; 

“There Is no question that Ruth 
got Into Jennings’ car about 7:30 
o'clock In tho morning of lost July 
21 . 

"I leave to you what happened 
that moralng. . . 

“I leave to you what dre.idful 
thing this respondent did to that 


HER BODY was found In Novem- 
er in a loxhole-llke grave In a 
lover's lane In this community. 
Hunting dogs t'umed up the skele- 

Medlcal testimony Indicated she 
died of asphyxiation. Her panties 
“ ■ 'leen rammed down her throat, 
vatch, which the slate claimed 
he property of Miss Eisenberg. 


Clipped By: 



GaetanoO 

Thu, Sep 17, 2020 


Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. 


Newspapers 



















